The shells were opened and the animal's soft parts were taken out and placed for some 12 hours in a mixture of 95% seawater and 5% ethyl alcohol. The fluid was then filtered through a 300 fim sieve and the copepods were picked from the retained sediment under a dissecting microscope. Specimens were studied in glycerine or lactophenol and dissections were stored as permanent mounts in Reyne's modification of Faure's medium.
Mytilicola orientalis and Myicola ostreae are new to the North Sea, both being undoubtedly carried in accidentally with oriental oysters, successfully introduced for mariculture. In the light of the damage that was caused by Mytilicola intestinalis to Dutch mussel cultures in the past, the acclimatization of M. orientalis is a matter of concern, the more so since it infests not only its original oriental host, Crassostrea gigas, but also the native European species, Ostrea edulis and Mytilusedulis, both important fisheries resources in the East Scheldt region.
Material and methods
The shells were opened and the animal's soft parts were taken out and placed for some 12 hours in a mixture of 95% seawater and 5% ethyl alcohol. The fluid was then filtered through a 300 fim sieve and the copepods were picked from the retained sediment under a dissecting microscope. Specimens were studied in glycerine or lactophenol and dissections were stored as permanent mounts in Reyne's modification of Faure's medium. The generic status of this copepod has been discussed by Humes (1986) , who suggested to remove Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde, 63 (IJ 61-64 (1993) (Stock, 1965) The species was already known from The Netherlands (Stock, 1957: 380; Stock & De Vos, 1960: 206 This copepod has been known from The Netherlands since the early fifties (Korringa, 1950; 1951) Korringa, 1950; 1951 
